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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Assay Department, 
December 14, 1886 


Sir 


Referring to the letter of the Director of the Mint in regard to our practice of assaying 
ingots for the Nickel Coinage. I will say that it has always been our custom to assay every day’s 
work, combining several ingots into one assay. 


Owing to the very high melting point of the alloy, and its liability to segregate in masses 
of varying fineness in a single melt, we found that assaying individual ingots was not 
satisfactory, for with all the care in melting, single ingots would be found too high or too low, so 
we adopted the plan of making combined assays, of two or more melts and of several ingots from 
each melt; and if the Assays varied more than one half of one per cent from the legal fineness, 
notifying the Melter and Refiner. 


In regard to the purchase of blanks for the bronze coin; we made assays from every 
delivery of blanks, taking pieces at random from every parcel received. If any variation was 
found, notifying the Superintendent. 


Very Respectfully, 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 
Assayer 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


